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in hand. His associates in the evangelical and
temperance fields warned him against it. Surely
he would not be foolish enough to throw away his
prospects as lecturer and preacher to become " an
agitator.55 He had to choose between safety and
risk. He had to decide whether he would be
conventionally respectable, or a rebel against a
state of society which seemed to him wrong and
shameful. He had to think of his wife and his
mother, and he did think of them ; but, when he
consulted them, he could see which side they were
on. Of his wife, he said once that, through all
the hard times they endured together, " she did
not offer one word of reproof."
" Many a bitter tear she shed, but one of the
proud boasts of my life is to be able to say that,
if she has suffered much in health and spirit,
never has she reproached me for what I have
done for the cause I love."
She loved it, indeed, no less than he did, and
kept a high heart through all privations because
of her pride in what he did for it. She was no
active politician, yfct she was happy to be near
him in his triumphs. When he was elected M.P.
for Merthyr, he witnessed, after the result had
been declared,
" a sight I never hoped to see this side of the
pearly gate. My wife was making a speech to
the delighted crowd."